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ABSTRACT 

Amman, the capital of Jordan, shares the third world phenomenon of urban growth characterized by 

spontaneous settlements. Jordan’s migrants, however, include refugees from the 1948 and 1967 conflicts in 

official and unofficial camps as well as rural-urban migrants and former nomads drawn to the capital. The 

mixture of settlements resulting is made up of one-quarter of the houses in Amman containing half of the 

total population. 

The poorest of these settlements are illegal, either because they have no land title, or because the 

structure is unauthorized or they are outside the control of the authorities and therefor receive no services. 

The houses have been built largely by squatters themselves, their illegality cannot be resolved and enforce 

their impermanence. 

The approach for treatment is to improve conditions by introducing technology to construction, and 

improve design. Architects are more concerned with the values of the response over the last ten years shows 

the need for a different approach. 

We believe that housing the urban poor can only be considered through the people’s experience, and by 

taking a total view of people’s relationship to their environment, and their social, culture, and economic 

developments. 

The study investigates the effect of cultural influences of the informal settlements, especially the 

refugee camps, upon the identity of Amman city, and how these settlements evolve from temporary squatter 

houses to contemporary homes. It fellows the evolution of camps’ migrants through recording the statistical 

information and analyzing a case study for one of migrant's settlements, East-Whdat camp, in Jordan's 

capital, Amman. 

This contained the hypothesis that housing is an environmental issue related to the society in a 

human scale of settlement in which the community can control its environment, develop its housing 

conditions, and evaluate its needs. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Built environment is a structure; structure is a concept of space.  This space is built up in different 

scales. (Brugmann, 2009) As architecture is man-made environment, housing could be a shelter, a cave, a 

tent, a room, a house or the whole residential building of the city or country.  If habitat means the place and 

conditions in which man can live, work and do all his activities, then housing is that kind of architecture 

which relates to the community, where it shelters itself and survives. (Knight and RuddocK, 2008) Housing 

and architecture share all dimensions. 

As with architecture, housing is a concept of art too; in the sense of expression of inner feelings 

reflected by the surroundings, transmitted with adequate tools to create an effect. (Martin, 2005) 

In other words, it is the sum total of the expression of the whole community idea mixed with the 

aspirations of the individuals in that community.  It achieves outward expression by means of (a) the tools 

available to build, and (b) the ability of the architect to perceive physical and cultural aspects.  Thus, a sound 

balance is achieved between the dwellers and their socio-economic development. Housing is that place for a 

certain community where it lives and exercises its culture.  This community dominates its environment by its 

cultural forces.  The culture in its material aspects is directed towards physical structure and its form; the 

non-materialistic aspect is directed towards cultural ethics and social values. 

Architects are more concerned with space and form.  The form is related to structure and 

technology.  When form becomes the theme of architecture, man loses his dimension.  When architects deal 

with the 'house' they deal with architectural form and building regulations, but when they deal with 'housing' 

in quantity, they deal with technology. (Ei-Ghul, 1983)   Houses become ready made product to be made for 

an average man who has no opportunity to state his opinion or to participate in the design.  The structure-man 

relationship is formed when man produces a structure for shelter.  This natural process was developed by 

people in different places in different ways.  Each way became traditional and part of people's heritage. 

(Brugmann, 2009) 

In traditional societies such as those of the Third World, the relationship between the house as a 

physical unit and the family as a social unit allows them to grow and develop together.  The availability of 

the house helps the family in its life and members of the family help themselves to produce and develop the 

house. (El-Ghul, 1983) Its value is in this balance.  

Jordan still maintains a great deal of the characteristics of a traditional society even though it is in 

the stage of take-off towards modernization as a new developing country. Urbanization is a striking feature of 

the Third World countries. Usually the development starts in the capital city, being the administrative sub-

system and having all the facilities suitable for industrialization. Industrialization is a sign of development 



 Wael W. Al-A zhari                                                                                                                                                                               28 

 

and economic growth that create a pull factor to traditional societies existing in underdeveloped villages and 

small towns. (Betts, 2009b) 

 

Figure 3: Amman Map                         Figure 4: Roman 

 

METHODOLOGY AND STUDY QUESTIONS  

The study depends on the empirical method to investigate such a problem.  Observation tool is used 

in analysis.  In this tool, the criteria of analysis concentrate in the physical mapping of refugee settlements, 

which is compared according to different physical variables.  The idea of mapping is important to support the 

main hypothesis of the research.   

HYPOTHESIS 

This contained the hypothesis that housing is an environmental issue related to the society in a 

human scale of settlement in which the community can control its environment, develop its housing 

conditions, and evaluate its needs. 

METHODOLOGY 

The study methodology is divided into four main stages.  All stages are interrelated.  These stages 

include:  

First, the historical background of refugees' phenomenon, in general, and refugees in Jordan. 

Secondly, the case study and the operation of choosing the research sample.  For the choice of the sample, it 

was found that choosing a settlement with a contrast in the degree of architectural achievement and 

environmental development will strengthen the idea of the study.  The case is East-Wahdat camp that situated 

in the south east of Amman City.  In this camp a neighborhood has been chosen according to differences in 

land use, social and physical characteristics, and age of the houses.  

Thirdly, the analysis of data is depending on recording of the physical characteristics of the refugee 

settlements.  In this stage the fieldwork process is going on three directions.  These directions are:  
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1. Observation 

The first stage of the fieldwork is to observe different kinds of settlements in the refugee camp.  It was 

felt that refugee settlements in Amman supported the hypothesis of the study. They appeared to have 

substandard housing environment with different degrees of housing development. The sample has been 

chosen to determine the reasons behind the difference in the levels of development of these settlements. 

Criteria of physical mapping have been chosen according to different variables which have been 

tabulated visually. 

2. Questionnaire 

This is the second stage of the fieldwork. The Questionnaire has been based on the household as a socio-

economic unit, and on the house as a physical unit. 

The questions have covered the following areas: 

- Social aspects including the household structure by families, their members according to age, sex, 

place of birth, and educational level. 

- Economic activities of the heads of households, heads of families, and working members; by place 

of work and monthly income. 

-    Housing conditions: 

a) The land: the legality of its ownership, its area, and date of occupation. 

b) The residence: owned or rented, number of rooms, number of residents, and the reasons for 

choice of the area. 

c) Housing facilities and housing priorities: water, drainage and sewerage, and their cost; quantity 

and quality. 

d) Cultural change as indicated by energy consumption: cocking, heating, and electrical 

applications. 

3. Interviewing 

This stage is the important stage in the fieldwork.  The stage depends on the notes and the sketches 

of the researchers.  The main resource of the researcher's raw-data depends on people, through: a) 

the stories of the first generation who live in the camps, and b) the ideas of their children's about 

their camps through their drawings. 

Finally, the synthesis of data which includes design studies and conclusions. 
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The study questions, according to the hypothesis 

1. How can the people in refugee camps physically identify their housing units? 

2. What are the factors that strengthen the idea of belonging to a place for the migrants? And how can 

this place change from the idea of the house to the idea of home? 

3. How can the informal settlement pattern influence the urban structure of the city? Also how can it 

change the architectural identity of the city districts? 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The capital city of Amman had 25,000 inhabitants in 1949, by 1950 its population had increased 

four to five times due to the arrival of different refugees, whose presence encouraged rural-urban migration 

to increase.  The traditional rural society in Jordan includes the bedouins (nomads and semi-nomads). (Al-

Zagha, 1982) 

The process of migration continued until the year of 1967 when Amman had a population of half-a-

million.  In the first week of June of the same year it had to welcome another quarter-of-a-million of refugees 

(later100,000 refugees were distributed in different places in the country). (Al-Zagha, 1982) 

 

Figure 5: Refugee migrants 

Because of the physical expansion of the city during its development it has reached the 

underdeveloped areas which were usually in the peripheries of the city. (El-Ghul, 1983) New kinds of 

dualism started to exist between houses. 
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Figure 6: Primary types of camp 

 

1950:  Population Composition of the East Bank 

The West Bank was linked with Jordan, its 450,000 inhabitants became called West-Bankers.  The 

people who left their homes became refugees in the neighboring countries.  Jordan had 450,000 refugees 

distributed between the West Bank 300,000 and the East Bank 150,000 of the Jordan River. (Fisher, 1980) 

The East Bank population became 550,000. 

Table1 : Population structure of the East Bank of Jordan, 1950 

  Population % 

West Bankers: 400,000 72.7 

Refugees: 

UNRWA camps 108,955 19.8 

Unofficial camps 30,000 5.5 

Migrants 11,045 2 

Total 150,000 27.3 

TOTAL 550,000 100 

Source: (Fisher, 1970) 

POPULATION STRUCTURE OF THE EAST BANK 

After the arrival of 150,000 migrants, the indigenous population became 73% of the total number of 

inhabitants.  These migrants were divided into three groups: 

i) Refugees in official camps, amounting to one-fifth of the population. 

ii) Free refugees in the form of squatters or in uncontrolled camps, amounting to 30,000. 

iii) Migrants from the West Bank who came during the period 1948-1950, seeking opportunities for 

employment of their own free choice, amounting to 11,000. (Table 1) 
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The movement of the population of the two sides of the River Jordan started in 1949.  This kind of influx of 

refugees, in a series of waves, made accurate estimates difficult. W.B. Fisher said: (Fisher, 1970, p.206)  

"It is not possible to follow in detail the changes in population that supervened as a result of the war 

of 1948, and even when fighting stopped, a large number of Arabs formerly resident in the West Bank 

territories, moved across the Jordan to the vicinity of Amman.  This number is placed at over 150,000." 

MIGRANTS’ STRUCTURE AND DISTRIBUTION IN EAST BANK 

The migrants in 1950 were divided into the following groups: 

A) 1.  Amman, which had a total of 32,211 people distributed throughout the Al-Hussein Camp on the 

northern borders of Amman during this year.  41,710 people were distributed throughout the East 

Wahdat Camp on the southern side of Amman on the road to Madaba. 

2.  Zarqa town had absorbed 17,266 people.  This town was considered to be part of Amman district 

(Governorate or Amman region). 

3.  Irbid City that was the main city of the North had received 17,768 people. 

B) Non-official refugees total 30,000 people. 

c) Migrants totaling 11,045 people as free West-Bankers who migrated for reasons of employment. 

(Table 2) 

Table 2:The distribution of UNRWA camps' population in the East Bank, 1950 

UNRWA camp Population of camp 

Amman City: 
Hussein camp 32,211 
East Wahdat Camp 41,710 
Total 73,921 
Zarqa Town 17,266 
Irbid 17,768 
TOTAL 108,955 

Source: (Barakat, 1973) 

 

1952: DISTRIBUTION OF UNCONTROLLED MIGRANT REFUGEES  IN THE EAST 

BANK OF JORDAN 

In August 1952, a Housing Census was conducted by the Ministry of National Economy in Amman.  

This census had a housing standard priority to overcome the problem of half-a-million refugees.  The census 

omitted the Nomads and this fact was reported by J. Hacker (Hacker, 2001, p.58) when she stated: "In August 

1952 the Jordan Government carried out a Housing Census for all the towns and villages of Jordan." 
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The British geographers, J.I. Clarke and W.B. Fisher (Fisher, 1970, p.207) said more clearly: 

"Scattered tent populations were regarded as comprising of fully nomadic people and such semi-

Nomads as appeared to be on the move during the general period of the census.  No distinction of this kind 

was made in the 1952 survey. 

 

Figure 7: Primary types of camp 

Table 3: The estimate of migrant and their geographical distribution in the East Bank of Jordan    
during 1952 

 

Camp Migrant refugees in UNRWA 
camps 

Migrant 
unofficial 

Total % 

refugees 

Amman 78,000 14,200 92,200 53 
Zarqa and Madaba 18,200 18,400 36,600 21 
Irbid  18,800 26,400 45,200 26 

TOTAL  115,000 59,000 174,000 100 

 
Source: (Hacker, 2001) 

 

The census gave the total population of the East Bank in 1952 as 587,000 from whom 

174,000 were estimated as being migrants. (Table 3) Migrants were composed of two main 

categories: 

Refugees Under the U.N 

Refugees under U.N. control in UNRWA Camps that were distributed in the North and the center.  

The camps which were outside Amman on the periphery, or in small towns (like Madaba and Zarqa in that 
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year), despite their housing conditions represented a rural way of life.  The camps in Amman were seen as 

comprising very bad environmental conditions.  The UNRWA camps in Amman were 80% of its total. 

Unofficial Refugees 

Durham University published a document in 1960 edited by J.I. Clarke confirming that in 1951, 

59,000 migrants sought refuge and opportunities in the East Bank.  They were not considered a part of the 

official refugees who came to this country under the direction of the United Nations. 

J. Hacker (Hacker, 2001, p.61) describes the 'unofficial refugees': 

"They were people who either had means of some kind or therefore did not register with UNRWA 

for rations, or were destitute refugees who, for some reason or other, probably because they arrived after the 

UNRWA lists were closed, could not register. …UNRWA estimates the total number in Jordan to have been 

59,000 in 1951." 

1966:  The picture before the War of June 

From the previous paragraphs, it was found that each year was characterized by one important 

event.  1950 fixed the number of UNRWA camps for refugees; 1952, the unofficial refugees; 1961, the total 

of migrants for nine years (1952-1961).  This was found to be 129,000 (Table 4) which meant that the East 

Bank was receiving nearly 14,500 migrants each year, which made the rate of growth, for the East Bank for 

that period, 4.5%. The original population of the East Bank increased by 64% in sixteen years as a result of 

natural increase, but the inhabitants of the East Bank had grownby164% due to the migration of refugees 

who became 38% of the total population in the year 1966. (Housing Corporation, 1975) 

Table 4: The population growth of the East Bank of Jordan for the period 1950-1966 

Source: (Housing Corporation, 1975) 

  1950 1952   1966 

Migrants:         

UNRWA refugees 109,000     168,200 

Unofficial refugees   59,000   86,300 

Migrants       147,700 

Total        402,200 

Transjordanians:         

Rural and Urban 400,000     617,000 

Nomads and others   25,000   40,000 

Total       657,000 

TOTAL  1,059,200 
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This meant that the people of the East Bank had increased naturally by 64% in a sixteen-year period, 

and gained 100% of newcomers.  The increase in housing needs for this period was: 

a)  64% due to natural increase, and 

b)  100% due to migration. 

In all the East Bank had to answer to a demand for 164% of new houses above its stock, and this 

without taking into consideration the factors of rural-urban migration, or the replacement of decaying houses, 

and Bedoums who were omitted from the enumeration of 1952 then added to the Census of 1961.  

THE RESPONSE TO THE HOUSING SITUATION IN THE EAST B ANK BEFORE 1967 

The Aids 

The Hashemite kingdom of Jordan, only recently born, and with a very low level of economic 

development, found itself suddenly having to accommodate an influx of one-third of its total population) and 

to provide them with the basics of shelter, a job and services.  Therefore any kind of aid from other nations 

was welcomed.  It arrived at first in the form of tents, food and medicines from the Arab countries.  It was 

recognized from the beginning by the United Nations that housing and community facilities were 

dangerously short and the needs were increasing.   

The United Nations Relief and Work Agency for migrants in the Near East has taken part in finding 

temporary solutions and building special camps to relieve those who could not survive as they were without 

shelter, food or clothing, as Tom mentioned: (Tom, 2007) 

"... had it not been for Arab and international aid - in the form of tents, essential foodstuffs, clothing, 

medication and later clinics, there would have been starvation and death on a very large scale.”   

The UNRWA did not recognize those people who were able to shelter themselves by means of rent, free rent, 

or the aid of relatives and friends, or even in caves or huts.  This situation was carried on for a long time, 

(Tom, 2007) 

"Even years later, there were still expellees living in caves, makeshift tin huts, or crowding already crowded 

relatives in the cities and towns."   

This was because of their need to overcome the absolute poverty by seeking jobs and the amenities available 

in urban centers.  

POPULATION GROWTH OF THE EAST BANK FOR THE PERIOD A FTER THE WAR 

OF JUNE 1967 

The total population of the East Bank was recently given by the newly published statistical 

information based on the Census of 1979, which shows that the total population of the East Bank of Jordan 
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was 1,362,000 in 1967, and 2,147,000 in 1979.  The total number of people who came to the country from all 

over the world and did not leave during the long period between those years was 367,000. This latter number 

was balanced by nearly half-a-million who left the country to go to neighboring rich and Arab countries. 

(Housing Corporation, 1975) 

COMPOSITION OF THE POPULATION 

The composition of the population during this period is based on an estimate after a long 

process of examination of the divided opinions of the sources of information.  The clue to this 

period is the year 1967.  The contradictions were about the total number of new refugees after the 

1967 War.  The confusion was found to be a result of omitting the registration of regional migrants 

between the West Bank and East Bank during the period 1961-1966.  The number of refugees of 

the War of June 1967 was estimated to be 350,000 by W. Fisher (Fisher, 1970) who had apparently 

calculated the number of refugees of 1967 and the total estimate of migrants during 1961-1967 to 

be around 100,000 divided over six years. 

At the end of the day most sources in one way or another agreed that the total number of 

refugees for the year 1967 was around 250,000.  The latest information on this subject is given by 

the official sources of Jordan represented by the Department of Statistics. These refugees and 

migrants of the year 1967 were:  

i) 109,000 in official camps of the United Nations. 

ii) 140,000 as unofficial refugees distributed as squatters around the city of Amman. 

iii) 9,000 were normal migrants from the West Bank to the East Bank who migrated by their 

own choice. 

THE SITUATION AFTER 1967 

Transiordanians 

  The number of Transjordanians could only by estimated by knowing the number of migrants and 

verifying this result with the rate of natural increases or vice versa.  It is estimated that the indigenous 

population of the East Bank was nearly 700,000 in 1967, and still less the one million in 1979.  They could 

have reached one million at the end of 1980. 

 Migrants 

The migrants in the East Bank were formed from three groups: refugees in official camps, refugees in squatter's 

camps, and migrants living a normal life.  These groups had grown as follows: 

1. Refugees of UNRWA camps: these were two groups, the camps of 1948-50, and the 

refugees of 1967.  These two groups were 281,000 in 1967.  They were found to be 
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201,000 in 1979. (Housing Corporation, 1975) It was estimated that they would total around 

389,000.  The 188,000 which is the difference between the estimate and the Census can be 

explained in the following way: 

i)  The camps in the rural areas had worked as 'push' factors towards the cities.  

ii)  That some of the inhabitants had left the country with their families seeking a job in 

other countries of the Middle East. (McAdam, 2007) 

iii) The nature of the registration done by the UNRWA for the inhabitants of the camps, 

does not take into consideration the number of the newly born in the migrant refugee 

camps.  This matter has not been proved. (El-Ghul, 1983) 

2. The unofficial refugee camps are almost all found in Amman region; Amman town, Zarqa 

Corridor. They were 228,000 in 1967 and were supposed to increase by natural growth to 

316,000 in 1979. 

This is confirmed by Mrs. Malarkey who visited Amman in 1973 to carry on her research 

about the city of Amman.  She found in that year that: (Fisher, 1980,  p.34) 

"... there were over twenty substandard residential areas in Amman, including the official 

refugee camps, covering 3410 dunums, which included 340,000 people." 

3. The migrants from the West to the East Bank are the most dynamic of all.  They are 

constantly arriving.  Their movement is mixed with those who leave the country.  Their 

exact number cannot be found easily.  They hold Jordanian passports with which they 

travel, which is another reason why it is difficult to distinguish them from the others.  It 

was found in the 1979 Census that the population of the East Bank had increased 

unnaturally by 260,000.  This number can be taken as representing the migrants who came 

from the West Bank to the East Bank, this means that they came at an average rate of 

21,600 a year. 

EMIGRATION 

Emigration is best understood by a look at the population of the West Bank.  One can see 

the following: 

a) It was estimated to be around 700,000 after June 1967, and less than 800,000 in 1979. (Housing 

Corporation, 1975)  b) This means that not less than 22O,000 people left the West Bank in those 

years adding to them 40,000 from the Gaza strip could make a total of 260,000.  The migrants and 

refugees from the Gaza strip are found in ' Gaza Camp' to be 9,584 people and are in other 

unofficial camps.  
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HOUSING CONDITIONS IN AMMAN CITY 

It is difficult for an individual researcher to obtain a reliable result about the scale of the problem of 

refugees and migrants in Amman City because the authorities do not allow the leak of information by law 

and policy. The residents and migrants in urban and rural areas of Jordan in 1967, can be estimated by the 

use of the following information: 

i)  The number of refugee UNRWA camps in 1950 in Jordan and their distribution (Table 2). 

ii)  The number of unofficial camps in 1952 and their distribution (Table 3). 

iii)  The refugees in UNRWA camps in 1967 and their distribution. 

iv)  The refugees in unofficial camps and their presence in Amman in 1967. 

v)  The rate of natural increase of the population in Jordan was proved to be equal for all categories of the 

population of Jordan, which is useful for indicative purposes. 

vi)  The population of Amman Region and its distribution by towns and villages before June  1967 was 

accurate, and based on the field studies of Amman Municipality.  All this information was the basis for 

(Table 5), which indicates the estimate of population growth of Amman Region in 1979 in rural and 

urban areas, with special attention to the refugees and main urban centers.  The final results of (Table 5) 

were compared with the results of the Census of 1979 to obtain the number of migrants, and the 

distribution of the refugees in Amman and Zarqa town. 

UNRWA Camps in Amman City 

The United Nations considered that the number of refugees is that which belongs to the year of the 

foundation of the camp.  To give a clear example, there are two camps - Marka and Talbieh - which were 

founded in 1967 with a number of 27,000 refugees. (McAdam, 2007) In the Census of 1979, they were still 

found to be 27,000.  The number of refugees in UNRWA camps in Amman City was found to be 162,000. 

(Housing Corporation, 1975) It is worthwhile mentioning that the number of refugees in all the camps in 

Amman Urban Region is one-quarter of the total population of Amman Region.  As the UNRWA considers 

itself the only one responsible for the refugee camps, it does not recognize any increase in the number of 

inhabitants at the year of the foundation of the camp; this was done by fixing the number of houses made of 

corrugated iron of one room unit per household, and limiting the area of the camp.  Therefore, the population 

growth of the camp has to find a place somewhere outside the camp.  Usually, the people who live in shanty 

towns in the Third World countries are migrants from rural to urban areas who seek economic opportunities 

and social progress, whilst the inhabitants of the camps have urban origins, sometimes of a highly urbanized 

origin such as Haifa and Jaffa during the first wave of migration, and from Jerusalem during the 1967 

migration. (Hijjawi, 1998) On the spot of this light, the refugee camps are considered an anti-progressive 

phenomenon in the present civilization.  People in the refugee camps have no choice for the type of house 
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they want to live in. The refugees had to accept the location of the camps with no choice.  The housing units 

have to share the health facilities and sources of drinking water.  The housing units are put in rows very near 

to each other, just one meter or a little bit more apart from one another.  Some people put canvas partitions or 

bricks around their units to have privacy.  Paths leading to these units are very narrow and muddy because of 

the flowing human waste. (El-Ghul, 1983) 

Table 5: The estimate of population of Amman Region based on the 1967 and classified in UNRWA 
camps, unofficial camps, and normal residents in 1979 

 

Amman 
Region 

Number before  Number after  Total for  Estimate for 1979 

Jun-67 Jun-67 1967 

UNRWA Camps: 

Amman  1,117,200 - 117,200 162,300 

Zarqa 27,400 - 27,400 37,900 

others  - 27,000 27,000 37,400 

Totals  144,600 27,000 171,600 237,600 

Unofficial Camps: 

Amman  21,300 140,000 161,300 223,400 

Zarqa 27,600 - 27,600 38,200 

others  - - - - 

Totals  48,900 140,000 188,900 261,600 

Residents: 

Amman  191,500 - 191,500 265,200 

Zarqa 66,000 - 66,000 91,400 

others  60,000 - 60,000 83,100 

Totals  317,500 - 317,500 439,700 

Total Amman 
Region 

511,500 167,000 678,000 938,900 

Migrants 246,800 

TOTAL  1,185,700 

Source: (Housing Corporation, 1975) 

 

SPONTANEOUS REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS 

These are the unofficial refugee camps created originally by refugees not recognized by the 

UNRWA; or they are an extension of refugee camps as a result of natural growth.  They were 21,000 in 

Amman City before June 1967 and, added to that, 140,000 after 1967. They became 223,400 in 1979.  The 

total number of official and unofficial refugees in Amman Region is half-a-million, which are over 50% of 
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the total population of Amman Region. (Housing Corporation, 1975) The housing conditions in these 

settlements are worse than the official refugee camps because they are left with no control, and are built in 

the form of squatters or makeshift tin huts or caves. (El-Ghul, 1983) 

EAST WAHDAT CAMP 

General Data 

Table 6: Social structure and physical structure of East Wabdat Camp, Amman 1981 

Units East Wahdat 

1.  Social units 
Persons 2300 
Households (houses) 300 

Families  407 
Family/Household 1.35 
Person/Family 5.65 
Person/Household (house) 7.6 

2. Physical units (averages) 
Area (hectare)  8.4 
Plot (sq.m) 150 
Rooms/house 1.8 
Housing density (persons/hectare) 300 

Occupancy (persons/room) 4.25 

Source: (Hijjawi, 1998) 

THE SITE- LAND AND LOCATION  

i)  The location of the site: East Wahdat is located in the eastern slope of the hill on which Wahdat 

refugee camp is situated and this is how it took its name.  This area is neglected and used to be, and 

still is, a path for the sewerage of the refugee camp. That is a reason why dirt is unbeatable there. 

ii)  Security of land:  the site does not possess the land. East Wahdat is under complete, strict 

supervision by the authorities in order not to change its present features and housing conditions.  

Units East Wahdat 

1.  Social units 
Persons 2300 
Households (houses) 300 
Families  407 
Family/Household 1.35 
Person/Family 5.65 
Person/Household (house) 7.6 

2. Physical units (averages) 
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Area (hectare)  8.4 
Plot (sq.m) 150 
Rooms/house 1.8 
Housing density (persons/hectare) 300 

Occupancy (persons/room) 4.25 
 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES 

Table 7: Social and economic characteristics of East Wahdat Camp, Amman 1981 

Source: (Hijjawi, 1998) 

  East Wahdat 
  J .D.  
A.  Income   

     Income/month/household: 95 
     1. Average  95 
     2. Less than 90 J.D. 90% 
B.  Expenditure 

     Total housing expenditure (excluding rent) 15.9 

     Water  5.5 
     Cooking 3.4 
     Heating 5 
     Electricity 2 

C.  Cost 

Food/person 11 
Rent of room 5 
Rent of house 10 

D. Cost of building 

    Cement room 600 

    Corrugated iron room 300 
    Community involvement 10 J.D. 

 
Figure 10: East Wahdat Camp(Urban Texture) 
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Figure 11: East Wahdat Camp(Roof Treatment) 

CONCLUSIONS 

When people need a shelter because they do not have any at all, like the Palestinian refugees in their 

first weeks of exodus (Barakat, 1973), or the poor of India, such as those who sleep in the streets of Calcutta, 

it is a completely different housing problem from those who need a change of house for reasons of better rent 

or location. 

 

Figure 11: East Wahdat Camp 

Another problem is the plight of slums and their upgrading in every sense, which is linked with 

environmental change of habitat. 

The worldwide urbanization had different reactions and, of course, needed different responses. No 

generalization can be done on this matter. 

Some professionals who make up part of the official housing body think that the whole world 

housing problem is one problem, they found themselves with a world-sized scale of problem.  Obviously, 

they became blinded by their own situation.  There are two types; the philosophers or theoretical housing 

experts who run from place to place to give their 'prophecies' or the second type, the engineers, who see the 

application of science as 'technology'.  
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The engineering philosophy is based on the 'cost-price'.  It is divided into cost of land and cost of 

construction, and this latter is labor and materials, as basic elements of the cost, avoiding consideration of 

other factor such as management services etc.  The basic goal of the cost could be lowered by the 'type of 

construction system and the 'design'. 

The most awful of the cost list elements in construction is that most engineers do agree about 

'sacrificing architectural beauty' or 'aesthetic looks' by avoiding 'unnecessary decoration or frills'. The role of 

the Architect, as related to his leadership position in any setting relevant to architecture, such as housing and 

planning, is to follow other forces of decision, the market, the client etc.  Between the professional, the 

Engineer seemed to assume the role of leadership.  He took a serious view of his obligations to the housing 

issues of the Third World people.  The Engineer believed in low cost houses, or in the structural resolution of 

housing the poor. In this sense, he has a feeling of dedication to the poor, but he found the solution 

from the market point of view, a problem of cost. (Betts, 2009a) 

The Architect, who generally served the rich and dedicated himself to the problems of standards and 

more to aesthetically issues, was always criticizing any solution but no alternative, was proposed by him. 

 

 

 Figure 12: East Wahdat Camp 

Some Architects in the 1960s, such as Turner and his colleagues in the Peruvian experience, found 

the alternative in a problem of 'choice'.  To leave the people to their own way of processing their houses, and 

to continue their experience was the best of the worst that could happen to them.  At least what they do is less 

damaging than any external proposals that could be presented by a hierarchical power. (Turner, 1976)  

Decentralization of power is the alternative.  As much as this is a realistic solution, it still does not remain an 

architectural proposal. 

It is, in fact, a proposition from Architects who have a clear political position, not as a matter of 

right or left wing, but clear vision. 

Planners are sometimes confused with architectural categorization as they see it as training people to 

the use of power.  The more moderate groups, a mixture of Architects and Planners, believed that the 



 Wael W. Al-A zhari                                                                                                                                                                               44 

 

Architects and the people together formed a group of site and service as a way of planning. (Mann, 1999) 

Still, the Architect has had no role in the solution for the poor, who could never afford to pay him, and 

housing as an environmental subject is more related to the hazards of social illness and health rather than 

aesthetical problems. 

Poor people had very basic needs.  Even their priorities were achieved by charity and not with 

payment.  The poor have their own art, their own folklore, their own planning for housing.  With the poor 

live only other poor, education of the poor helps in achieving cultural change or movement to a different 

place of rich, not poor. (Turner, 1976)  In poor areas, the environment remains of a different kind of amenity. 

It is not a problem of the poor to find an architectural solution, but the problem of the Architect to find a role 

for himself with the poor.  The real issue is the differences of points of view, a conflict between people and 

Architects.  It is a problem of power.  Who has this power? (El-Ghul, 1983) 

The problem is a professional problem.  Architects must work with the people, they are the real 

client- at the end of the day the product is for them and they pay for it.  The problem is the Architect's 

identity, to be free in his career he must be defended by his Association and respected as a professional, and 

so help to carry on his duties in the manner his profession desires, and not as his chief officer wishes.  

Architects must go and live with people to learn what a school cannot teach.  Education is imported, but 

culture of the poor is a local product. 

The study proofs that houses are products by people.  From the refugee camps we, as architects, 

could learn a lesson from the relationship between the house as a physical unit and the family as a social unit.  

This relationship allows them to grow and develop together.  The availability of the house helps the family in 

its life and members of the family help themselves to produce and develop the house.  It is a balance 

relationship. 
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